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	1. Chapter 1

Disclaimers: This story takes place on an earth in an alternate universe populated by Anthropomorphic creatures. Somewhat detailed violence throughout this story, no likey no ready.

Italics are thoughts.

Flashbacks and dreams are represented in italics and are surrounded by double spacing.

Asterisks (*) represent a passing of time or a switch in location.

Natu was awoken in a cold sweat by his own screams - night terrors they called it, they didn't even realize that it had gotten way worse than that. His breathing and heart rate slowed to regular levels, he wiped the tears from his eyes that had gathered there. These nightmares are getting worse and worse... He thought. Glancing at the clock, he sighed since it was only 3 in the morning: Mind as well try for some more sleep... He sighed and rested his head on the pillow, his wings stretching out and folding back into their places.

"I'm home!" Natu shouted into the house with a smile: there was no answer. Dad is always here at this _time, is he sleeping? He thought. Walking around the house looking for his father he stopped dead in his tracks when he found the subject of his search hanging from the ceiling fan by a rope, his wings cut up and his arms broken._

_"D-dad?" He asked, tears welling up in his eyes._

_"He's dead now, and so will you in a few seconds!" Shouted his sister, her words dripping with rage built up over years. He was in shock and paralyzed as his sister brought the knife to his neck and with one swift motion made his world go black._

Natu woke up again for the second time that night and started openly sobbing. His bed was now soaked in sweat and tears, he couldn't stop crying. "A grown adult dragon crying and shaking in his bed," a voice said from the shadows, "You're pathetic." His tone icy.

Natu sat up from the bed and fearfully looked into the shadows: "H-hello?"

He chuckled and his voice seemed closer than last time. "Take whatever you want and please just leave!" Natu said shakily, fear building up.

The unknown man grabbed Natu's arm from behind and dug some sort of metal into it: "I don't want to take anything, I just want to see you on your knees begging for your life..." He whispered into Natu's ear. The man reached around and put his hand over Natu's mouth: "Now we don't want any noises from you, understand?"

Natu didn't respond, he just lay there, frozen.

In one quick motion he flipped Natu onto his front and straddled his back: "DO WE UNDERSTAND?" He shouted, pressing the dragon's head into the bedding.

Natu nodded, scared for his life. The stranger released his head and grabbed his scorched left wing, giving it a firm yank. The victim screamed in pain into the bed.

He took his crowbar and hit Natu's back with it: "What the hell did I say? NO FUCKING NOISE." Natu whimpered and for that he scraped the metal against his scales, puncturing a few and causing blood to draw. "Now you got your fucking blood on my crowbar, you're going to pay for that later."

Natu gasped as he was flipped onto his back and had the intruder, which was a fox, sit on his chest, making it hard to breathe. "Your mine now." The fox said with a grin as he restrained the other and leant down, pressing his lips against the dragon's. He pushed his tongue onto Natu's lips, but Natu squeezed his lips closed, not letting him in.

Natu gasped when the fox kneed his stomach, therefore giving the fox entrance. He felt around the Natu's body with his hands and Natu's mouth with his tongue, he pulled back leaving a string of saliva and spat: "It takes all I have in me not to just violate you right now, but I have a few shreds of decency left in me."

The dragon took this chance to try to escape: he punched them in the face and, pushing them off, ran for the door. They were stunned for just long enough before running after their target.

Grabbing the phone, Natu dialed the police number and waited a few seconds but the lines seemed to be cut. He turned around and threw the phone at his attacker and ran out the front door.

He made it all the way to the trails in the forest before being tackled and knocked out with something hard.

Natu was tied to the bed by his arms and legs, still unconscious.

"What to do with you?" The fox said for the second time that day, running a finger along the dragon's chest And giving his ribs are firm punch - making them give off a sickening crunching sound.

Natu woke up but was smart enough to keep his eyes shut and listen to his surroundings before opening them. He heard the attacker repeating the same phrase over and over. His hands trailing over his chest. They grabbed his arm and, surprised, Natu snapped his eyes open. He groaned in fright and horror.

Trying to move, he groaned with pain from multiple hits to the front and back, he could taste blood in his mouth too. "What do you want from me? Who the hell even are you?" He said in a low voice.

"I guess you can know my name, you won't live to tell it anyways. Hayden," they said, "and I want to hear your screams. But since you are too much trouble, I had to tie you up and now, I have to knock you out again, bad boy." Wrapping his paws around Natu's neck, he squeezed until he passed out once again with a muffled whimper.

Consciousness stirred in the deep recesses of his mind. Feeling came back first, his wrists were still tied and his body was hurting all over; next came his hearing, her heard two voices instead of one now, he has a partner? Next came his sight, he saw something he couldn't believe: the new was a muscled dragon, he looked familiar to Natu. He is fighting the fox who attacked me? He thought.

He tried to scream out but he was gagged at the mouth, and beside that it even hurt to breathe - what did the fox do to him? Also was the new dragon on his side, or not?

The crowbar was laying on the ground away from the fox, the dragon had disarmed him and was pinning him to the ground, hitting him in the head to try andrender him unconscious. Hayden's body went limp and the dragon climbed off of him, his expression one of pure rage.

Running over to untie Natu, he looked over the hurt dragon's bruises and cuts, his anger building even more. "What the hell did he do to you?!" He screamed out. He got Natu's right leg untied then started working on his left one. The now partially tied up dragon shook his head, a new wave of tees forming behind his eyes.

Finishing the left leg, he then ran over and untied both his arms and cut the gag.

Now untied, he curled up into a ball and started to shake, the wound on his back opening again and blood seeping out. The larger dragon put his hand on the shaking ball of scales and you could hear a whimper from inside of it.

"I'm not going to hurt you, Natu. That fox is another story though..." He said in a firm but at the same time gentle tone, but towards the end it became icy.

"H-how do you know my name?"

"You dropped your wallet outside, I came in to return it. Your name is in it," He replied, "what was he doing to you?"

"H-he broke into my house while I was sleeping and he said he wanted to see me on the ground begging for my life... Then he was going to r-rape me and beat me to death if you hadn't shown up." He said in between sniffles.

"He's not going to hurt yo-" he started, "one second." He finished, taking the rope that had previously tied Natu up and restraining the fox after he stirred in his unconscious state. "C'mere, let's get you cleaned up." He held out his hand for Natu and, Natu taking it, led him to his bathroom.

"What's your name?"

"I'm Kino, and this might sting a bit" Kino warned, taking something out from a first aid kit and rubbed it on the gash running down Natu's back.

Natu hissed and arched his back in pain, but it was quickly replaced by numbness and he released his grip on the table. "Thanks..." He said, the adrenaline dying down.

Turning Natu around and looking into his eyes, he said: "No one is going to hurt you now..."

Relaxing against the table, he whispered: "Thank You, Kino." It seemed like he knew Kino for years, but of course it had only been a few minutes. He had his personality written all over his face: 'Hurt mine and I'll hurt you'.

"Will you be okay if I leave?" The muscled dragon looked at the smaller one with his blue eyes with regret. _No you won't... Will you..._

Natu shook his head and pulled him close into an embrace. "Please don't leave... I'm too scared..." He said.

Kino sighed and led him back to his bed, "Okay, I'll stay with you then, let me just do something with this fox..." He said, dialing a few numbers and having him taken. He told the police that Natu was too shaken up to talk right now and the police agreed to come back the next day.

Walking back into the bedroom, he found Natu shaking in his bed. He climbed on top of the bed and put his arm around Natu, holding him close - comforting him. They sat there like that for what seemed like hours until they both fell asleep next to each other.


	2. Chapter 2

Disclaimers: This story takes place on an earth in an alternate universe populated by Anthropomorphic creatures. Somewhat detailed violence throughout this story, no likey no ready.

Italics are thoughts.

Flashbacks and dreams are represented in italics and are surrounded by double spacing.

Asterisks (*) represent a passing of time or a switch in location.

Kino woke up silently to a dragon cuddling up against him, _he looks peaceful in his sleep even after everything that just happened to him. He was also rather cute in his sleep - of course I don't have any feelings towards him, I'm just helping out, right? Yeah that's why..._ Kino told himself.

Everything was silent around the two. It was around six in the day now, the sun beginning its journey to the horizon. Kino's stomach grumbled and he slipped out from under Natu to go make some food for the two.

"What do we have here?" Said Kino, opening the fridge to be greeted by some leftovers and some water. He opened one of the containers and looked in: "Spaghetti? Not too shabby I guess." He warmed some up in the microwave and set some out on the table for the two. One could make this setting romantic with a few candles but Kino wasn't going there.

Walking into the room, he sighed seeing Natu in the state he was in: his face littered with tear tracks, holding the pillow close as if someone would take it from him. Squeezing his shoulder and giving it a shake, he gently whispered into Natu's ear: "Wake up, you have to eat something..."

Snapping his eyes open Natu darted under the covers, cowering there. "I'm not going to hurt you, it's me, Kino..." His voice trailing off towards the end.

Slowly peeking out of his shell-like cover and seeing that it WAS Kino, he slid out onto the floor and had Kino lead him in his post-sleep grogginess. "Sorry, I thought you were the fox from earlier..." Natu said in a low voice, almost to the point to where Kino couldn't hear him. Immediately smelling the food when he walked through the door he stopped in his tracks: "You already warmed up some food? Thanks, Kino. I just met you but you are great, I mean, I don't know why I trust you to the point where I do, but I do..."

The two sat down across from each other and started to eat in silence. Not awkward silence, though - they were perfectly content that way.

It was eight now and the food had been eaten and the dishes washed. Sadly good times usually had to come to an end, "Are you going home now? I know you must have things to do and people to see..." Natu's tone was a relaxed but reluctant one.

"It is really dark out and I live a while away, even by flight. I'm off from work this week and I live alone, so can I stay here tonight?" Kino asked.

"I only really have my bed, no couches or anything..." The house only had four rooms: A small closet, a kitchen, a bedroom, and a bathroom, "You'll have to sleep in the same bed as me tonight if you stay. I have night terrors too..." Natu said, unsure whether he would mind doing that again or not.

"That isn't a problem, Thankyou, Natu." He replied, by their blue eyes gazing into each other. Even though they slept for a few hours, they were both still tired from the earlier events. Natu motioned for Kino to follow and he led him to the bed. He pointed to the bathroom: "If you want to shower or such you can in there."

They took their turns washing up and then layed in bed together and, in a few minutes, they fell asleep.

_"My turn" she said with a toothy grin and a cold tone. _

_Natu was paralyzed in shock as his sister cut a length of rope and tied it around her neck. "No! Don't do this, I can help!" He screamed out, his body still refusing to move._

_A few seconds later she had hung herself and was dead, his body finally releasing from the grip of an invisible force._

"Wake up, Natu!" Could be faintly heard in the back of his head.

_Turning and running out of the room, he was greeted with his sister again. Tears welling up behind his eyes, he tried to run out again and fell into a newly formed sinkhole. He would have hit the bottom if it weren't for a voice drawing him out of the dream._

"It's not real Natu! Wake up!" Kino shouted again.

Natu's eyes snapped open, they were full of fear. He was shaking and was a mess... "Shhh," he said, holding Natu close, "You're okay now."

The shaking slowly stopped and his tears dried. Laying his head on the elder dragon's chest he said: "Sorry for waking you, I didn't mean to..." He didn't even realize how close he was to Kino.

"It's okay, just go back to bed..." Kino said with a calm and smooth voice, rubbing Natu's back.

After a while, Natu fell into sleep again, pressed close to Kino. This time his sleep was dreamless, his worries seemed to fade away when next to the other.

"What happened to your wing?" The awake dragon mumbled to himself, eyeing the scorched wing folded behind Natu. A few minutes later, Kino fell asleep with his arm wrapped around the younger dragon.

They both woke up pressed together, even their tails somehow got entangled.

_Holy hell, how did this happen? I don't remember doing this..._ This was a lot to take in for Natu, _I don't really want to move though?_ He was cut off by Kino starting to untangle their tails.

_I'd love to stay like this, but what would Natu think?_ Kino thought with a disappointed face.

Seeing the purple dragon's expression, Natu put his hand on Kino's, stopping him. Lifting his head up, he rested it in the crook of Kino's neck: "Thank You, Kino, for all you've done. It really helps." He said, smiling.

Kino wrapped his arms around the other's back and pulled him closer. "There is no need to thank me, Natu, it's fine."

They stayed there, trapped in an embrace for a lifetime it seemed like. Why do I like this? I've always been taught that this is so wrong... Before they knew it minutes turned to hours and there was a knock at the front door.

Frozen for a few seconds, Kino then pulling away and going for the front door. Natu unconsciously followed the sway of Kino's hips, and, noticing this he blush - very glad that Kino didn't look back. How wrong can it be? Thought Natu.

"I'll get it, probably the police." Said Kino as he disappeared through the bedroom door. Natu could hear voices through the small crack: "Good morning, officers," Kino said opening the door up wide enough for them to come in, "Are you here to ask questions about what happened yesterday? I spoke to you yesterday when... he... was taken."

"Good morning, sir. Yes, we are here to ask questions about yesterday, can you get Natu Tauine for us please?" The bigger of the two wolves said with a smile.

"Sure."

"Thankyou, sirs. If you would like to know we have lawyers attending in place of you, you do not have to go to court. He is most likely facing a life sentence."

"Have a nice day, you two." The smaller one said.

Slumping against the wall after they left, Natu sighed and relaxed his body. He's kinda cute I guess... He thought.

"How about I take you out for breakfast?" Kino whispered into Natu's ear.

Freezing up with the breath on his ear, Natu said: "I'd like that, Thankyou. It might take a while to get there though, can't really fly..."

"You can ride on my back, of course."

The sun just finished setting and the whole area was lit with warmed. "So how exactly are we going to do this?" Asked Natu, unsure of how he would catch a ride on Kino's back.

"Just put your arms around my shoulders and hold on, trust me, I've done this before." He replied with a smile. "Well maybe not, but you'll be fine"

"Okay..." Natu did as told and wrapped his arms around Kino's shoulders. He didn't doubt Kino's strength to, he doubted his own to hold on. _Why do I even trust him to do this? I only met him yesterday... I guess saving one's life helps._ Natu thought. "I'm ready."

"Hold on very tight then." Kino suggested and, with outstretched wings, took off into the air. The height and speed they were flying at would have taken a toll on most other species. Even though Natu was a dragon the wind took a toll on his eyes and he buried his face into Kino's shoulder.

Feeling the muscles on his back ripple with each push, Natu thought: _Damn... _Before he knew it they were looking over the city ahead. A few more minutes of flying touched them down into the center of downtown.

"How do pancakes sound?" He asked while Natu was climbing off of him.

Anything with you... "Great, if I remember right that's over that way?" Said Natu, pointing down a street filled with all kinds of different species: even a Vixen with a Calico Gryphon that seemed to be showing off her tricks over head. A group of girls looked at them and squealed too - _what's that about?_ "I've always loved this place..." The blue dragon gasped while gazing around at the surroundings.

"That's surprising, given where you are from." Replied Kino. He pulled Natu to the side out of the way of a group of people coming down the street: "Watch out there, you don't want to get run over by dress shoes, they hurt the most." Eyeing the what seemed like a business group walk by.

"That does sound pretty painful," Natu mumbled to himself, "After you." He finished, opening the door for Kino.

The two sat next to each other even though normal people would sit across from each other with all the space there was. They ate their breakfast making small talk and such until a very noisy group sat behind them.

"And then she was like: 'Well shut your mouth then' and everything went silent." One of them shouted, telling a story.

Natu and Kino laughed at it, seeing as it was pretty funny. This woman was apparently being very rude to one of the children after he asked a question of some sort, it got a few chuckles from tables around the room.

The room was filled with laughter by the next few minutes, everyone was conversing and such. That is, until, a man in a hoodie banged on the window and made a 'slit-throat' motion towards the two. _Who is he?_ They both thought as he walked away.

"That was weird..." Natu said, "You wanna take a walk through Downtown?"

Through an unspoken agreement, the bill was paid and they both exited the building to walk around. iPhone six plus? Why would anyone need a phone that big? Natu thought.

"So where are you from, Natu?" Kino asked, wanting to know more about the blue dragon.

"Im from northern Alaska, but I moved here a few weeks ago," Natu replied, "as I said, I've always loved the city but I don't like living in it, that's why I live over in the mountains. There are way more runners their than one would think..."

After a while, they found themselves looking at the showings for the movie theatre.

"Do you want to watch Interstellar? I heard its good." Kino asked.

"You mean, like a movie date?" Natu answered a question with a question, unsure of the meaning behind the offe.

"Exactly," Kino replied with a bright smile, "wait a second, hold that thought. Don't look back now but I think the guy we saw at breakfast is following us... Follow me." He said in a hushed voice. Lightly grabbing Natu's arm and pulling him aside into a turn. "No one usually comes this way, if he turns here then he is almost following us."

Acting normally, Natu gazed around at the surroundings with fake joy, making sure not to show any change in emotions. _Kino saw him fast..._

Glancing backwards Kino said: "He's following us..." They were both too distracted to notice a second join their stalker and another appear at the end of the street - they would have run into them if it weren't for his heavy footsteps.

"Get 'em" The third, a fox looking to similar to Hayden, shouted. Even before they had time to react they were slammed against the brick wall and, dazed, were pushed into a van which had pulled up a few moments ago.

Before they were tied up and the doors were shut Natu saw a look of Pure rage on Kino's face. In the pitch black darkness Kino made a tsk sound. A few seconds later the purple dragon thought out loud: "I'm pretty sure that fox was Hayden's brother..."

Natu held back tears from the pain in his head before he blacked out and hit the metal wall with a 'thunk'.

"Natu?" He tried, "Natu?" He tried again raising his voice - _they did this to him again? I'm going to find the leader of this group and kill him... Why do they always hurt him? Why not me..._

In a fit of pure anger, he snapped the cheap rope he was tied with and slowly slid over the floor to the unconscious dragon. Feeling Natu's head with his hand, he felt a steady stream of fluid running down the back of his neck.

"Wake up..." Kino tried to untie Natu but the knot was too tight and the strength was draining. Also feeling a warm fluid run down his face he thought: _That's not blood... I'm crying..? I haven't done that in years..._

Natu stirred but still didn't wake up, and the vehicle was slowing - Kino prepared to be pulled out of the van.

He sighed with relief when he felt the turn and the van speed up again. "I'm going to get us out of here, Natu, don't you worry..." Kino said, feeling his way around the walls and getting close to the back doors.

He started hitting the edge where the two doors met, trying to at least get a whole wide enough to fit through if the doors don't open. They didn't budge, in the darkness he felt around the seam finding it bare, _the locks must be on the other side? We might not get out of here..._

Kino wasn't one to give up though, he kept kicking and kicking at the door but to no avail. Scooting back over to Natu he held him in his arms: "I'm sorry..." He said, still feeling the stream, yet thinning, of blood.

The van slowed to a stop and the drivers exited the front. "Shit.." The dragon mumbled, backing against the wall and draping the ropes over his wrists to appear tied up.

The back doors swing open to reveal the fox with a few grunts of his behind: "Make sure they are tied up and bring them into the torture room" he took all but two of them to deal with us - big mistake on his part.

As soon as they climbed into the van, Kino acted as normal until they got close. He rammed the first's head into the wall and knocked him out. The second tried to call for backup but he was taken care of too, Kino tied him up as they had done him. Picking Natu up he put him on his back and tried his to extend his wings to be greeted by something restraining them - more rope? He found a shard of glass on the floor to cut it with but it was too late, the others saw him.

He ran and ran, darting into Alleyways all with Natu on his back. "There we go!" Kino shouted after finally getting the ropes cut. He took off and landed on the roof: he sat Natu down and fell down beside him, tired from running with the extra weight.

Faces and events flashed before Natu's eyes to the beat of something unknown. The last few minutes had been spend smiling, frowning, laughing, or crying to the events before him - _is this what happens before you die?_ He thought.

_If so I'd rather not see what happens after this..._ He was at the point where he was coming home from work that day, the flashbacks seemed to pause as Natu felt as he was falling - falling and falling deeper and deeper...

He hit the ground to find nothing... He was definitely standing on something though...

"K-kino? Are you there?" Natu pleaded in his sleep.

"Are you awake? Natu?" He replied directly after Natu finished, wasting no time.

"Hello? Kino?

Kino snapped his head to stare at the roof access door on the building they were laying on. The door was torn down a few seconds later and they stormed the roof. Kino flapped his wings but they were too tired to lift any more weight that his own.

Kino pulled Natu close, protecting him and whispered in his ear: "There is nothing I can do, Natu..."


End file.
